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Diary. But he noted clearly enough the
gradual spread of demoralisation, the mutual
jealousies and suspicions of the leaders, the
growing indiscipline of the rank and file, the
insolence of the King's officers, the incompe-
tence of the Company's servants, and the
rising alarm of the Indian inhabitants as they
saw the power in which they had trusted for
protection failing even to protect itself.

One thousand seven hundred and sixty
was indeed a year of misfortune at Pondichery.
Jt opened with the decisive defeat of Wandi-
wash, which prepared the way for the siege.
Through the earlier part of the year men were
hoping against hope for the reappearance of
d'Ache and his squadron from Mauritius ; but
the only vessels that escaped tho blockade of
Admiral Steevens were the frigates that in
October were cut out of the roads, and the
Compagnie des Indes^ which was converted
into a floating battery to add to the sea- ward
defences. From time to time rumours ran
through the settlement, that the squadron had
been heard of at Mahe or Tranquobar, and
would appear in a few days at farthest ; but
none of these had the least foundation in fact.
One day late in March the French and Indian
inhabitants thronged the beach to watch eight
or ten vessels approaching from tho south-
ward, believing that d'Ache had como at last ;